


   

        Wednesdays  10am  - Eucharist at St Matthews  

 

Wednesdays 7.30pm  Lent Prayer at Bistre Emmanuel  
Resources available by email from rev.sally@icloud.com 

 
 

     Thursdays 10am - Morning Prayer at  Holy Spirit 
     ( before coffee morning at 10.30) 
                               
 

 

   Lenten Quiet Day 

Saturday 7th March 1pm-3.30pm 

St Matthew’s Church Hall 

Lent  
in our churches and  

Mission Area 
 

Tuesdays  7pm  -  Bible Study 

at  Good Shepherd 
 

 

Tuesdays   Alternate weeks  
1.30pm & 7pm at Emmanuel Penyffordd    
Email Rev Simon for more information  
SimonPiercy@cinw.org.uk 



Spring is here!  I hope the lovely picture on the front cover cheers you. 

I am praying fervently that this rain will pay dividends in the long run 

with an excellent show of spring flowers and good crops later in the 

year.  

Lent is upon us, and we are turning our minds towards our              

preparations for Easter. In the following article I discuss some of our 

practices during Lent and Easter and the symbolism behind it. 

Throughout this year, I plan to share with you, in each magazine, some 

of the symbolism, reasoning and Theology behind what we do in 

Church. Some have expressed an interest in a learning and discussion 

group to explore this deeper, so if this is something that would interest 

you, please have a word with me. 

You will see opposite the details of what we have going on in Lent 

across our three Churches, as well as a couple of things in the wider 

Mission Area.   

On Saturday 7th March, there will be a Lenten Quiet Day (afternoon) 

held in St Matthews Church Hall. This will involve a short programme 

of guided bible studies and opportunities for reflection using a variety 

of materials and methods. The session is very relaxed and you can do 

as little or as much as you like. There will be opportunities to try     

different methods of prayer, a chance to reflect and pray using art and 

even a short prayer walk (weather depending). During a quiet day, we 

join together for the bible studies (about 10-15 mins each), and then 

the subsequent reflection time is ‘free’ time to use the resources as 

you wish. Do think about giving it a go.  

I have also acquired some free copies of bible reading notes for people 

to try, which are available in each church (somewhere near the door).  

Please do have a look.  Blessings for Lent and Easter, Rev Jenny 









 
 

 



 

 

If you had lived in Georgian London, you would have woken up to 

this cry on Good Friday mornings as the street sellers carried 

their baskets of hot cross buns through the city. Long associated 

with Good Friday, these simple, spiced fruit buns, decorated with 

a cross, are seen as a symbol of the Crucifixion.  

However, the history of the hot cross bun may go back much fur-

ther. English Heritage printed an article by Dr. Eleanor Barnett on 

their website. She gave it the title 'Holy or Heretical? A History 

of hot cross buns' and in it she discusses their origins. Whilst 

they have a long association with our Easter festival and have 

been traditionally eaten on Good Friday for many, many years, 

their origins may go back all the way to pre- Christian times and 

the celebration of the Saxon goddess Eostre from whom we get 

our word Easter.  

Dr. Barnett writes that according to The Oxford English Dictionary 

the first printed reference to hot cross bun appears in the early 

eighteenth century in the satirical, journal 'Poor Robin's Almanac' 
 

'Good Friday comes this month, the old woman runs 

With one or two a penny hot cross buns.' 

 

The history of the hot cross buns also takes us to St. Albans Ca-

thedral in the fourteenth century. One of the monks here was 

Brother Thomas Rocliffe and he decided to make a spiced fruit 

bun to distribute amongst the poor on Good Friday. 

 One a Penny, Two a Penny, Hot Cross Buns 



 

The recipe is a closely guarded secret but the Abbey website lists 

the ingredients as including flour, eggs, yeast, currants and spice - 

so very similar to what we think of as a hot cross bun. They are still 

available from the Abbey at Easter time. One main difference be-

tween a hot cross bun and an Alban bun is that the Alban bun does 

not have a cross piped on the top or placed on using pastry. In-

stead the baker simply cuts a cross into the top. 

 

 

Nowadays, hot cross buns appear on supermarket shelves as soon 

as the Christmas stock is cleared away and they are no longer re-

stricted to a simple, fruit bun. A search along the aisles will reveal 

quite a choice.  There are hot cross buns filled with lemon curd, 

cinnamon and apple buns, caramel fudge buns, triple chocolate 

buns,  Cherry Bakewell buns and even savoury hot cross buns! 
 

The hot cross bun continues to maintain a close association with 

our Easter festival. Their history, like many traditions, is a mixture 

of religion and folklore that has evolved over the centuries. Despite 

the wide variety of flavours now available, this writer still prefers 

the traditional spiced bun, toasted and spread with real butter.  

 

Hot Cross Buns 

Hot Cross Buns 

One a Penny, Two a Penny 

Hot Cross Buns. 

If you have no daughters, Give them to your sons. 

One a penny, Two a Penny 

Hot Cross Buns. 



 

Recipe for   

 Hot Cross Buns 

 

 

  

• 500 g  Strong white flour 

•   75g   Caster sugar 

•  1 tsp  Mixed spice 

• 300 ml Warm milk 

• 1 beaten egg 

 

 

 
 

• 10g (2 tsp) fast action dried 

yeast 

• 1 tsp  Salt 

• 1 tsp  Cinnamon 

• 50 g Unsalted butter- softened 

• 100 g Sultanas 

Ingredients for buns 

Flour paste crosses & glaze 

• 75g plain flour mixed with enough water to form a paste. 

• Apricot jam for glazing 
 

Method 

1 WARM the milk and butter together, then stir in the yeast. Sift the 

flour into a large bowl, add sugar, spices and salt. Make a well,  

pour in the milk mixture and beaten egg and mix to form a rough 

dough.   

 



2. Knead by hand for 10 minutes or in a stand mixer for 3 minutes 

until smooth and elastic. 

3. Place the dough in a slightly oiled bowl, cover and leave in a 

warm place until doubled in size about (1-1.5 hours) 

4.  Once risen, punch down the dough and knead in the sultanas.  

Divide the dough in 12 equal pieces and shape each into a smooth 

ball. Place them on a lined baking tray, leaving space between each 

bun.   

 

5. Cover the tray with a damp cloth and let to rise gain for about  

45 minutes until puffy.  Preheat oven to 200 ° ( 180°c Fan).  Mix the 

flour and water to create a paste for piping the crosses over the 

buns.   

 

6. Bake the buns for 15 – 18 minutes until golden brown. While 

they are still warm brush them with apricot jam for a glossy finish. 

Enjoy.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

St David’s Day  

Bilingual Eucharist 

11 am 

Sunday 1st March  

with hymns  and  
music of Wales 

 

 
 

      St Matthew’s Church, Buckley 

   All are welcome to join us in a celebration  
of St David, patron saint of Wales 

 
 

                      followed by a  

     Bring and Share Lunch 
                  12.30 pm 

                                in  

     St Matthew’s Church Hall                

 

If you plan to come to the lunch or  
donate food, you will find lists at the  

back of church where you can  
           place your name. 

St David’s Day  

Bilingual Eucharist 

11 am 

Sunday 1st March  



 



 

        

         

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 
 

Flowers  
for Easter 

It will soon be Easter and  
is in previous years, the  

contributions towards the 
cost of flowers are very 

much appreciated. 
 

Donations may be put on 
the plate at the back of 
church or given to me  

personally or given to the 
Churchwarden.  

 

     Eirys Millward 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

                                          

 

 

St Matthew’s Church, Buckley 
 

A warm invitation to all!
  

  

 

             An all age service  

for people of any age  

to come and celebrate  

Easter, Jesus and New Life. 



 

 

Holy Week and Easter at the  
Church of St Matthew, Buckley  

    

 Palm Sunday  

    Sunday  29th March  11 am    

       Blessing of Palms, Procession & Sung Eucharist 
Joint service with the churches of the Holy Spirit and Good Shepherd 

in St Matthews 

 

 

Maundy Thursday   
    Thursday 2nd April  7 pm  

The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday  
with the stripping of the altars 

 
 

    Good Friday 
Friday 3rd April  3 pm 

   Easter Garden Family Service 
An all age service for people of any age to come and  

celebrate Easter, Jesus and New Life  
 

 

   Easter Day 
Sung Eucharist 11 am  

followed by a cuppa in the Church Hall 



    

Holy Week and Easter  
at the  Church of the Holy Spirit, Ewloe  

 
 

Palm Sunday 29th March 
Joint service St Matthews 11 am 

 

 

Good Friday 3rd April 
Good Friday Devotions 2 pm 

 
 

 Easter Day 5th April 
 Sung Eucharist 10 am 

 

Holy Week and Easter  
  at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Drury 

 
 

Palm Sunday 29th March 
Joint service St Matthews 11 am 

 
 

Good Friday 3rd April 
Hour at the Cross  11 am 

A quiet and reflective service to draw near to Jesus 
 
 

Easter Day  5th April 
Eucharist 9 am  

followed by a children’s  egg hunt at 10 am 









 

DO YOU HAVE A LOVED ONE BURIED IN 

ST MATTHEW’S BUCKLEY  

CHURCHYARD? 
 

IF SO, PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING: 
 

We have been required to survey all the grave-
stones in the churchyard,  

to ascertain if any of them are dangerous. 

Some stones have been found to be unsafe.   

A warning sign has been attached to  

each of these. 
 

It is the family’s responsibility to care for their 
loved one’s grave.  If this proves impossible, 

the gravestones will have to be laid flat. 
 

 

If this concerns a grave of a family member, 
please go to www.stmatthewsbuckley.church  

for further information and  

                           contact details. 

http://www.stmatthewsbuckley.church


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bell Ringers  

celebrate 

 Ken’s 90th  

Birthday! 

The North Wales Association of Church Bell Ringers rang a Quarter 

Peal at St. Matthews Church on Wednesday Evening 7th January, 

2026 to celebrate the 90th birthday of Ken Lloyd, Secretary of the 

Buckley Tower.  

They rang a Quarter Peal of 1280 Splice Surprise Major, 640 Cam-

bridge, 512 Lincolnshire and 128 Yorkshire, 3 methods in 45 

minutes. 

The Team Ringers were: 

1. M.A. Clough 

2. M.J. Allen 

3. S.N.O. Norman 

4. R. T. J. Tinkler 

5. A.S. Griffiths 

6. G Parting 

7. D.T.G. Jones (Captain) 

8. S. W. Hughes 
9.  

A big thankyou to the Bell Ringers ! 
 

Congratulations Ken on your 90th birthday celebration! 
 



 

 

 

 
 

All the churches of the Mission Area are  
invited to join together for a  

Joint Eucharist Service  
on 

 

Sunday 31st May 
11 am 

St Cynfarch, Hope 
 

followed by the  

Rhos a Mynydd Mission Area AGM 

 

Everyone is welcome! 

  

Annual Congregational  Meeting 
for the Church of St Matthew, Buckley 

We gather together for  

Sung Eucharist  
during which we will hold our  

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday  19th April 2026   
11 am 

St Matthews Church, Buckley 
 

During the meeting we review our past year,  
our financial situation and share hopes for our future. 
We also elect and nominate people to various roles of  

responsibilities within our church. All are welcome!  



SPRING CONCERT WITH 

 

FLINT LADIES CHOIR 

 

Sunday 8
th

 MARCH at 2.30pm 

 

  Tickets £8  Including light refreshments 

 

 The Church of the Holy Spirit 

 Church Lane, Ewloe, Deeside. CH5 3BF 

 (Easy Parking) 

 

Please contact Doreen Mackie 01244 538241 

 



         at  7 pm 



Good Shepherd 



Magazine Adverts 2026 

A word of thanks  

    to all the companies who have offered to continue their support  

 for 2026.  Also a big thank you to the five businesses who have  

decided, for various reasons, to leave us.   

We very much appreciate their past contribution. 
 

We welcome new business adverts to our magazine. 

ComputaRite 

Buckley Roofing 

Shortfuse Elec 

D.S.Electrical & Happy Paws Pet Care.  
 

The individual magazine adverts will say more about each  

company but suffice to say we are thankful for their support. 

  

   

 

10-12 noon  

Saturday March 28th  

Church of the Good Shepherd, Drury 

Everyone welcome even our four legged friends.  



 

 Holy Week & Easter 2026 

at St Matthew’s, Buckley  
 

  

  29th March       Palm Sunday 

       11 am           Blessing of Palms, Procession   
                               & Sung Eucharist 
 

   2nd April          Maundy Thursday 

             7 pm         The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday 
            and the stripping of the altars 

 

   3rd April           Good Friday 

           10 am          Cytûn Service in The Precinct  
                                followed by refreshments in  
                                      Buckley Cross Community Centre 
 
 

             3 pm          Easter Garden Family Worship  

                     An all age service for people of any  
                         age  to come and celebrate Easter,  
                         Jesus and New Life 

           

    5th April           Easter Day     

             11am         Sung Eucharist  
                                followed by a cuppa in the Church Hall 

                           


